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By Terry Golway

Epodtealy i rasheoi, codn

Given the long and sloried
conmection between the Irsh
and the Mew York Police
D rpariment, you w4
.1:-.'.||n1|~ that the de |1.1r||1'||‘|1l &
fabled Emerald Socety Pipes
and Drums dates back to the
19th cenlury or so.

Indeed. it"s hard io imagine
the Saink Patrick’s Cay parade,
a civie ceremany. a police
funeral, without the skirl of the
pipes and the beat of the drums.

It mirns oul, however, that
the Emerald Socety's plpers
and dramimers are preparing o
relenrale their 30th anniversary
in less Lhan Barg vears ;

Fifty wears! That makes the
band relative newoomers inoa
city thal measures ils history in
|'v|-'|1l|.'||-_ve-"-,I in a drpuerrn! l:|'|.1l:
can trace its |:Il'5||15. tn the mid-
die of the 19th Cenbury.

Just as surprising, one of the
band's  charber e bers
remains active in the band,
even if be has been relired froam
the MYPD for nearly a quarter
of a cenfury

Brian Meagher was jst 18
years oid in 1960 when his
father, Tom, and uncle, Pearse,
founded the band at the request
of the department’s Emerakd
baciely, which fsell was |'-n|}'
abyouat Fowrr years odd at the L.

“We're the granddaddy of
all of the serviee bands”
Pleagher said.

“We spurred on Uhe other
service hands in the clty and In
other places, Lo

feagher has good reason 1o
b proud of the band’s roots,
The story of ane of the world's
mosl-lamows pipe bands s
linked by the story of his own
Earmily.

beagher’s immigrant grand-
father insisted thal Tom and
Pearse learn the art of the bag-
pipe at a bme when the pipes
were il nearly as ublguitous
as they are today.

Pipes and Drums of the
Emerald Society, NYPD

Even im the [rish Bronx,
where the Meaghers grew upin
the 1920k, the spumds of ?il‘h':-i
were, well, nol necessarily
Eamiliar, mor indeed parbicular-
Iy welcome.

“By father was asked o
move oub of his apartment
because of the pipes,” MMeagher
recalled with a laugh. “MNeigh-
bors were pounding on the cell-
g™

Ogden Mash once observed
that fences made for pood
neighbors. Bagpipes, however,
may it e Ak congenial

Tom and Pearse Meagher
played in -.-clrn.p-e-lili:lm. in their
youth, and kept playing after
|r\-||1|:u;l:h|- NYPD, Towm in 193],
Fearse a decade later.

Back then. the unilormed
services had bands, but they
were convenbional bands -t
Wis a case of ng ipers e
apply

Buk after O Iy Hall eliminat-
ed funding for the service
bands in the mid-1950s, the
department’s mewly  formed
Emwrald Sociely came up wilh a
brilliant stroke: a pipe and
drurn l:'CII.'P:i- ol Bl o

The sociely turmed Lo the
piping Meagher Family For
guidame and instruction, amnd
the band was Formed just in
Lirree Lo celebrate the election of
[ohn F. Kennedy as president

Brlan Meagher learmed the
phpes from his father and unce
and became one of the band's
first members even before be
joined the department

Early om, the band alkpwed
civilians ko play, but no more.

“We lived on Willis Avenuse
in the Bronx where everyhody
was Irish,” be said. ' '

“l didir't even know them
were non-lrish people in Mew
York when 1 was a kid.” Even
still, his practice of wearing a
kit every row and agadin made
him a\m-:-lh:nj;_ of a <'|Il'i-;,hil:|' in
b |'u".!'l,hl1|,'|rl'u:ghi

Meagher lollowed his ather
imtg the NYPD in 193 and

The Fipes and Drers of tha Emarald bu:u:.st',' MNerw \"nrh Pu:-Iu:a Deparlmsnt

cervied 21 YRATS, n-{.rinE as a
seTpeanl. The Emwralds allow
relirees b |1I.'|:.', A0 ‘1.-1--.'.5:I'u'r
hasn't missed a sbep since hang-
ing up his unifarm.

The MYFD Emeralds have
become a part of the wiby's cul-
ture, plaving not only at lrsh-
Amerian functioms, bub at
mearly any civie commemnara-
Lion

The 5. Patrick's Day Parade
Is led wp Fifth Avenue by the
Flghting, e%th and s then Fol-
lowwed B lead wnils and  the
prnm‘l marshal. Bl fanr many,
the parade really doesn't kirk
intp full gear until the moment
that the MYPD Emeralds turm
the comier onike the avenue and

unieash the power of their
lungs.
Other  functions  include

fumerals, especially those of lel-
loow piflcers killed i the line of
dufy. They have been playing
fumerals, when requested, sinoe
190, 1L ks an asslgnment that
e Becnimnes. roantine

For many years, the pipers
and drummers were led by the
imprsing, and lowering figure
wl band major, Sergeant Finbar
Dewvine:, a lounding, member of
both the Emerald Sociely and
its band a few vears later.

Well pver six leet Lo begin
with, Devine seemed Lo serape
the clonds when he wore his
bushy. Devine became the pub-
1Ee Face of the band

When the pipes finally
calbed Fimbar in 19595, hiz funer
al Mass at St Patrick's Cathae
dral was packed with all mnks.

And of course his [uneral
procession was led by his
beloved pipes and drums.

Bandmaster al the time, John
lansey surmnmed vp Deviee's
legaey thus: “I0 didn't mabber
where we went, Philadelphia,
Chicagn, wherever, there was
alweays somenie shouling "Fin-
bar, Finbar,' trying, to et him o
lopk over, OF course he would
n't. And we'd alwavs think
Who knows him here?”

Abose: The NYPD

Emarakd Sockaty Pipsa
and Drurn band, seen
here marching in thi
Staten lsland 5t
Pabrck’s Day Parade.
Right: Relired semeant
Brian Meaghar of the
NYPD Emeralds and his
=0n, alsa Brian, wha
fleachas tha pipes, ara
presented wilh & plinue
by Belast Lard Mayar
Tom Hartley during &
wigil 1o the cty.

One who did gel 1o know
Crevine was Fope Joha Paul I
who  was  regaled by the
Devirs-led band during his his
towric wisit o Mew York in 1979,

The band has P|.I'|,'|‘u.‘| and is
kngren all over the country and
o course has crossed the soean
Ler Iresland.

Members have also helped
start other bands in cibies such
Chirago.

Arguably s mosl memo-
rable performance was alse s
most sontroverslal. The band
|'|I.11.'|H:I al a 1982 comime mara
ton in Bundoran, Counly
Donegal, for the hunger strikers
who deed in 1981 1o pridest
Britain's refusal o recognize
[R& and [MLA detainees as
pulitical prisorers.

Brikish Pricee binister Mar-
parel Thatcher probesbed the
bamd's prarticipation in the cere-
moivy, and crthes n Mew York
added thelr own condemna-
Hors The NYPD brass were
alzp unhappy as was the U5
Hate Dwepartment, The Irish
porvernment of the day couldn’t
turn away the pipe- Flmlnq

o] from Mew York, but i
didn't evactly throw out the
red carpet

Mevertheless, Erian

Meagher had no problem sith
the: band's participation.

“That was the lumning point,
the deaths of those 10 younp

men,” e siid

“IWhen vou lopk at all that's
Juppr:lwd. ;‘ﬁ:t‘l‘l!:‘!.', it all skarted
with the hunger sirike.”

Meagher's bwo sons, mean-
while have kept the famdly bra-
dition alive and, well, blowing.

Brian Meagher |r. &5 a well-
known instruclor, a joi which
the senlor Meagher says is nol
five thee fadnk of heart,
“Teaching pipers is like aming
wild lions,” he sakd,

Another son, Justin, served
in the MNYP'D for several years
belore he became a lawarer. As
a retiree, he is eligible bk join
his father in the band his
grandlather and great-unsle
fovinded.

Brian Meagher has good
reason b be proud of the
NYPD Emeralds Plpes and
Crrums,

Tt then again, he &5 far, far
fromn Being aloma:

The Irish Loko Award for Pub-
Iic Sevvice will be accepted on
befralf of e Pipes amid Dmems
af thr Corerald Socivty, NYPD,
Iy gl Brian Coughlin.




